
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL 1, 2010 - BE COUNTED.  Help us, to help you. 
 

YOUR RESPONSE is essential for you and our community 

• FUNDING – more than ever, it is essential that Weston receives its fair share of funding which is 

determined by the Census population count – local communities receive money for education, 

public safety, housing and community development, transportation, health care and human 

service programs based on the results. 

The loss of funding for government services for just ONE uncounted person in 
Broward County was estimated at $1,300 

• IT’S SAFE – personal information is NOT shared with any government agency. 

 

10 Questions 
10 Minutes 

To define who we are as a Nation 
 
 
 

IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A CENSUS FORM BY APRIL 1st: 
Forms will be available at City Hall or call us and we will get one to you, call 954-385-2002 

 
IF YOU NEED A FORM IN A DIFFERENT LANGUAGE:  
You will be able to request a form in one of the five non-English languages  

via toll-free numbers that will be available closer to Census Day.  
 
 

To view the 10 question form, in English or Spanish, you can log on to:  
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/how/interactive-form.php 

This information is available on the Weston website at www.westonfl.org  





 
 
 

 
 

CENSUS 2010 - Spanish Web Site is LIVE  
 
 

The Spanish Web Site is LIVE and can now be found at: 
http://2010.census.gov/espanol/   or by clicking on the 
"en Espanol" link at the top of the main 2010 Census 
Web site.  

 
The 2010 Census:  “It’s In Our Hands”: 
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/  
 
Census Jobs: http://2010.census.gov/2010censusjobs/  
 
Census In Schools: http://www.census.gov/schools/     
 



THE CITY OF WESTON 
AND BROWARD COUNTY 

 
BE COUNTED 

 
 

Since 1790, each decade a constitutionally mandated census is taken to determine the 
number of people living within the U.S. and its territories.  The data is used by our nation’s 
leaders to help make vital decisions on behalf of all residents, including reapportionments 
and redistricting AND how more than $300 billion in federal funds are distributed to state and 
local governments each year. 
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP:  The City of Weston is committed to getting a Complete Count.  Weston 
is a member of the Broward County Complete Count Committee and will make a united 
effort to educate our community on the importance of the Census.  Please ensure you are 
counted.  
 
WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT: There are MANY reasons the census is important to our 
community: The biggest reason:  Money.  Over $300 billion in federal funds and even more 
state funds. This money is apportioned to cities and counties based upon population.  The 
Federal government uses population data to allocate funds in many areas including:  Title 1 
grants to educational agencies; Head Start programs; Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
food grants; Public Transportation; Road Rehabilitation and construction; Programs for the 
elderly; Emergency food and shelter, planning for government services, hospitals, 
transportation and schools, drawing legislative districts and much more. 
 
HOW IS THE CENSUS TAKEN:  The 2010 Census will only be the short form.  Just 10 simple 
questions.  The census form is mailed to every address for a return mail response.  If a 
response is not received, census personnel must then go to the residence in person to have 
the form completed.  It is Easy, Important and Confidential.  APRIL 1, 2010 is Census Day. 
 
WHY THIS IS STILL DIFFICULT:  Because many people within each community are still afraid of 
submitting a form to the government.  Because many homes have more than one family 
living in them, and only one form is sent.  Because non-English speaking populations, persons 
with more than one residence, students away in college, illegal aliens – often-times do not 
get counted. 
 
THE CENSUS IS CONFIDENTIAL:  Individual answers are protected by law and strictly 
confidential.  It cannot be shared with any other governmental agency (FBI, Immigration, 
Welfare...)   No court of law, not even the President of the United States, can access the 
individual responses.  Individual data is sealed for 72 years.  Only the statistics are utilized. 
 
 

HOW YOU CAN HELP: 
Educate and Encourage everyone to complete the Census form 

accurately. 
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Census 2010 – less than 6 months away…  
 
This is one of a continuing series of articles to inform and encourage residents to ensure they 
are counted in the April 2010 Census.  Please take a moment to go over this information and 
for the benefit of your community, educate and urge others to participate. 

The Census is a count of everyone living in the United States every 10 years.  

• The census is mandated by the U.S. Constitution and participation required by law. 
• It is a form that takes less than 10 minutes to complete. 
• Federal law completely protects the personal information you share during the census.  
• Census data are used to distribute Congressional seats to states, to make decisions about what 

community services to provide, and to distribute well over $300 billion in federal funds to 
local, state and tribal governments each year.    

• The number of Weston residents counted will determine Weston’s federal and state funding for 
years to come. 

Who needs to be counted?  EVERYONE.  Every single person that is living in Weston as of April 
1, 2010 - renters; caretakers; children; parents, relatives and friends residing in your home; 
illegal aliens; college students; and those that live outside of the US during other periods of the 
year.  The rule federal rule is: Those who live here more than six months and a day per year — 
even if their other home is in Canada or elsewhere outside the United States — are entitled to fill 
out the census form.  Simply, everyone.  
 
The U.S. Census Bureau does not ask about the legal status of respondents in any of its surveys 
and census programs. To help ensure the nation’s increasingly diverse population can answer 
the questionnaire accurately and completely, about 13 million bilingual Spanish/English forms 
will be mailed to housing units in neighborhoods identified as requiring high levels of Spanish 
assistance. Additionally, questionnaires in Spanish, Chinese Korean, Vietnamese and Russian � 
as well as language guides in 59 languages � will be available on request.  When you receive 
the form and you need it in a different language – call City Hall at 954-385-2002. 
 
IMPACT of Not Being Counted:  
The 2000 census overlooked an estimated 196,000 Floridians, a conservative figure based on a 
national survey.  Using that conservatively low number, the undercount cost the state about $96 
million in aid for schools and roads, according to the U.S. Census Monitoring Board. 
 
In today’s economy it is more important than ever to be counted.  The more state and federal 
dollars the city receives, the less needed from residents to pay for city services.  
 
 “Stand up and Be Counted” for the benefit of your community. 



ARE CENSUS 
DATA REALLY 
CONFIDENTIAL?
ABSOLUTELY!
•	 �Your answers are protected by law (Title 13 of the U.S. Code, 

Section 9) and are strictly confidential. It is illegal for the Census 
Bureau, or its employees, to share your personal information 
with any other government agency — not law enforcement, IRS, 
Welfare, FBI, Immigration, etc.

•	 �No court of law, not even the President of the United States, can 
access your individual responses. In 1953, during the Truman 
administration, the White House had to undergo renovation. 	
It was necessary to relocate the President until the renovation 
was completed. The Secret Service requested from the Census 
Bureau information on residents living in the proposed relocation 
area for the purpose of performing background checks. However, 
because census data are ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENTIAL, even to 
the President, the request was denied. 

•	 �Census workers must pass security and employment reference 
checks and are highly motivated to protect your answers. All 
Census Bureau employees are subject to a $250,000 FINE AND/
OR A FIVE-YEAR PRISON TERM for disclosing any information that 
could identify a respondent or household. In 1980, armed with a 
search warrant authorizing them to seize census documents, four 
FBI agents entered the Census Bureau’s Colorado Springs office. 
No confidential information was ever released because a census 
worker held off the agents until her superiors resolved the issue 
with the FBI.

The Census is Coming – April 1, 2010

www.broward.org/census2010
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This public document was promulgated at a cost of $270.00 or $0.108 per copy to inform residents about the confidentiality of the Census.



¿LOS DATOS RECOPILADOS EN 
LOS CENSOS SON REALMENTE 
CONFIDENCIALES?
¡ABSOLUTAMENTE!
•	� Sus respuestas están protegidas por la ley (Sección 9, Título 13 del 

Código de EE.UU.) y son estrictamente confidenciales. Es ilegal que 
la Oficina de Censos (Census Bureau), o sus empleados, divulguen 
su información personal a cualquier otra agencia gubernamental—
sean agencias del orden, el IRS, el Sistema de Asistencia Social 
(Welfare), el FBI, los Servicios de Inmigración, etc.

•	� Ningún tribunal de justicia, ni siquiera el Presidente de los Estados 
Unidos, puede acceder a sus respuestas individuales. En 1953, 
durante la presidencia de Truman, debieron realizarse reformas 
a la Casa Blanca. Era necesario reubicar al Presidente hasta que 
se finalizaran las obras. El Servicio Secreto solicitó a la Oficina de 
Censos información acerca de las personas que residían en la zona 
propuesta para la reubicación del mandatario, con el fin de realizar 
verificaciones de antecedentes. No obstante, como los datos 
de censos tienen un carácter ABSOLUTAMENTE CONFIDENCIAL, 
incluso para el Presidente, se rechazó la solicitud. 

•	� Los trabajadores de la Oficina de Censos deben aprobar 
verificaciones de seguridad y de referencias laborales, y se 
los motiva efusivamente para proteger sus respuestas. Todos 
los empleados de la Oficina de Censos están sujetos a UNA 
MULTA DE $250,000 Y/O UNA PENA DE 5 AÑOS DE PRISIÓN por 
divulgar cualquier tipo de información que pudiera identificar 
a un encuestado o una familia. En 1980, portando una orden 
de allanamiento que los autorizaba a incautar documentos de 
censos, cuatro agentes del FBI ingresaron a la sede de la Oficina 
de Censos en Colorado Springs. Jamás se reveló información 
confidencial alguna, ya que una empleada de la oficina contuvo a 
los agentes hasta que sus superiores pudieron resolver el asunto 
con el FBI.
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